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PETITION FOR S EVEHANCE.! 

\ 

At the ' the Commissioner or 
-~--_____ ~ _____ , __ ~~ __ , _____ -:}~R~a~il~w~a!..y!:s ,~t;!!h:e ~(~~lo,!w:iri~Jl~l~~¥~::;~n attpnd ~d the 

'.I Februli'ry, to _._ 

1 ~~;~t~:~~~~j~~~~~h~.~~f:~tW hichoriginated to sever portions " 
with, SDI,J'A._ and form It ' 

president and secretar as its capital tow~. ' 
dent and secretary of E r ioclJchucll.; presl_ ; 
and lIoeretary f M as ,on, p'-""llleu. 
tary of SWIl R'll &rong ; presIdent and secre- , 
Parliament SI. we~': c., an~ sev~ral members of 
M D present. Mr Townsend ' 

~ ermott attended on bebalf of th d 'ffi 
shIres. The CommillSioner said he Ilhouid e1ikt 

to hear the ca~e for the petitiotlers, when M: 
'lUlI;U1TUIW saId he appeared an their part aud 

th that a general dissatisfaction prevaiied in 
~ of Marong, East Loddon/ Swan 
Ill, and Echuca, although .he could bot brin 

forward any ?D,e proof of any qf the raW a er~ 
~ho ~ad a grlevance who have ,sought' r~d~es8 
ID yam. Mr Mc:Dermott wished to urge tbat 
~he,prese~tAct g~ves "no power to the Govet-no _ 
m-,Councll ,to grant such petition;'" and w:s 
gom~ on to prove such Was the ease 1VheiI ha 
was mterrupted by the Commissioner' wh 'd" 
tha'l'nc tht' of ,osal , • ase a, vIew the case was urged, it '" 
would be Dec~ssary' for him to consult the CroWD ' 
~aw Officer, ln WhlOh ease, hi!. decision would 

aveto be postponed. He (Ml' Jones) would " 
v,ery ~uch rather hear the caie and give a deci -

b
Slon " on its merits," and afterwards he would 
, e~r a!ld take the propel' ' if, any .""""ltllU 
objectIons Course 

petition was 'many inlttlmces 
representations· having been made, that therel 
w~s DO want of proper attention by th~ 
s~lres to th4t portion wished to be ex
"i-sedh aqd. ~o fully convinced the Minister' 
o . t. e J.sh~e. ~f. their cast'; taat he (Mr' 
Jones) sJro.~e, In ~n~Ing hIS decision, Tery plainly! 
on the subJeot, 8,aY1Og that the assertionii of the' " 

were I.noo w8y,borne out by proof, 
that was a most serlOUII matter, ~ bring all 

thOle gentlemen to Mel~ourne Qn no (·ase at all. 
He thought that be~or6 c!ltting . up any shire ., 
the most overwhel~Ing eVIdence should be ad
d.cod of the nece8,sIty for so doing, and htllihould 
take care that while he (Hr Jones) was in office 
s!lc~ IIhoU\l~,b, the oa"e. MI'~te1.e.son (tha 
permaned.t'~l'D&ad), whQ: wa,'ptlseilt,'also ex
pressed, a verf 8trong opinion on the suhJe.t or 
.~all vlllag~8 'letting-up petitjons to "eTer por. 
hons 01 8hlrell. when they had not revenue' 
8nol;lgb to pay ~heir own office1'8, and also on tll" 
subJect of GuttIng up existing shires, which he 
strongl.., condemned. 
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