
 
YARRAWALLA COMMUNITY PLAN 

 
 

Introduction 
 
At the time of Yarrawalla's European settlement the district appears to have 
been the home range of both the Aboriginal Dja-Dja Wrung (south based) and 
the Barapa-barapa to the north.  
 
Black Box swamps and the grassy plains were valuable sources of kangaroos 
and possums. Yams, wattle seeds and cumbungi reeds were used and roasted 
for starch. Their large campfire areas and artifacts can still be found in the 
Yarrawalla area.  
 
The last tribal people were forced to move by closer settlement around the 
1870's.  However today their descendants can be found in Bendigo, Kerang and 
the Melbourne area. They maintain with pride their ancient family connections to 
the district. 
 
(The following has been taken from “From Parakeets to People, Past and 
Present – Celebrating 125 Years of Yarrawalla and District as a Community”) 
 
“According to Aboriginal myth, Yarrawalla was the home of the Blue parakeet, 
but it is rarely seen today.”   
 
“Major Thomas Mitchell claimed to be the first white man in the district as an 
explorer.” 
 
“… if his route is followed from Pyramid Hill to the Loddon River crossing, it is 
evident the party travelled through the Yarrawalla district.” 
 
“Squatters arrived at Durham Ox in 1838 and cattle grazed the district until the 
area was thrown open to settlement in 1870.” 
 
“As settlers arrived with their families, education facilities became a necessity 
and Yarrawalla’s first school opened in 1875.” 
 
“The first church, the Bible Christian Church, was built in 1875 and later became 
the Methodist and later still was moved to Yarrawalla South.” 
 
“As people settled the district, the rail reached Pyramid Hill in 1884, Gordon 
Shire was formed in 1885 (and) irrigation began in 1886.” 
 
Significant events in the history of Yarrawalla include: 
 
• Major Mitchell’s arrival in 1836 
• School and Church establishment in 1875 
• Irrigation began in 1886 
• The first organised sporting event (cricket) occurred in 1897 
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• Telecommunications arrived in 1924 
• Electricity arrived in 1958 
• Salinity problems began to be noticed in the late 1950’s 
 
The Yarrawalla district comprises a variety of farming enterprises at present 
including dairy, crops (dryland and irrigation, summer and winter), herbs, seeds 
and seed cleaning, prime lambs, wool, beef, pigs and horticulture. 
 
The Yarrawalla Recreation Reserve comprises a Community Hall, grass tennis 
courts, cricket ground, fire shed and truck.  Across the road stands the 
Yarrawalla Uniting Church.  Currently, the entire area is maintained on a roster 
system by volunteers from the community and managed by the Recreation 
Reserve Committee.  Under current government regulations this committee is 
elected from the community to manage the hall and grounds every three years.  
 
The Yarrawalla Community use adjoining towns of Boort, Pyramid Hill, Mitiamo, 
Jarklin and Calivil for other services.  It is important for the Yarrawalla 
community that these towns are sustained and continue to develop in all areas 
including businesses, services and social gathering places. 
 
Groups which currently use the facilities include: 
 
• The Yarrawalla Youth Group 
• The Yarrawalla Cricket Club 
• The Yarrawalla South Tennis Club 
• The Pool Club 
• The Yarrawalla Social Club 
• Uniting Church 
• Playgroup 
• Relaxation Group 
 
The hall also has facilities which make it an ideal venue in which to hold 
seminars and various social functions. 
 
 
Economic Development & Tourism 
 
The Yarrawalla community relies on agricultural pursuits as a major driver of 
economic activity.  With high quality irrigation water available from the Waranga 
irrigation system, there are opportunities for a diverse range of farming 
activities.  Dairying is strong in the area with some of the largest dairy farms in 
the Loddon Shire, located at Yarrawalla.  Much of the land has been laid out for 
irrigation and other farming includes cereal cropping, fat lambs, beef cattle, 
pigs, horticulture and hay. 
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Issues raised relating to employment include: 
 
• Employment opportunities exist in the area but it is difficult to attract good 

long term employees.  Difficulties are experienced in finding suitable 
nearby accommodation for workers, or relying on them travelling long 
distances from towns or regional centres. 

 
The community suggested that similar government incentives to those 
provided to first home buyers be provided to people who build in rural 
areas. 

 

• Telecommunications 
 

Poor mobile phone reception is experienced in some areas, although this 
had improved since the commissioning of the Mitiamo CDMA tower. 
 
Internet access is considered too slow and unreliable. 
 
 
 

Tourism 
 
Yarrawalla needs exposure in the Loddon Tourism Directory and web site.  
Farm visits were discussed as an alternative tourism opportunity in the region. 
 
Signage is important for attraction of tourists.  Directional signage to the 
Community Centre would help. 
 
- Value adding to local product 
 

With significant volumes of agricultural product grown locally the 
opportunity for value adding should be explored by local producers and 
the shire. 
 

- Information about Yarrwalla on a display sign would assist with the 
 direction of new people to the area, and provide information about 
 Yarrawalla. 
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Works & Infrastructure 
 
As is the situation across most of the Loddon Shire, roads are the most 
important Council responsibility.  Farmers rely heavily on a reliable and safe 
road network for access to properties and for the road transport of their produce 
to markets.  The road network around Yarrawalla is made up of a range of road 
standards from the Loddon Valley Highway to the main roads of the Bendigo-
Pyramid Road and Boort Mitiamo Road, sealed local roads (Jarklin-Yarrawalla 
and Yarrawalla South Roads) and a number of gravel and formed roads. 
 
Projects that need to be considered include: 
 
• Road signage 
 

There is some local confusion about the names that have been assigned 
to various roads in the area.  An overview of local road names and signs is 
required.  The local community should write to Council seeking clarification 
of road signage issues, and make suggestions where road name changes 
might be required. 
 

• Town Signage 
 

No town sign exists with “Yarrawalla” or “Yarrawalla Community Centre” 
preferred. 
 
Many other districts have single location signs erected by the Council. 
 
There have been signs erected on the Yarrawalla South Road, however 
these are not the traditional Council town entrance sign.  Also signs on the 
Yarrawalla East and Yarrawalla West Roads would be welcomed. 
 

• Road Conditions / Maintenance 
 

With a high local emphasis on roads, the Yarrawalla Community request 
regular inspections and maintenance of local and main roads.  A number 
of specific roads include: 
 
- upgrading (sealing) of Yarrawalla West Road and Yarrawalla East 
 Road 
- gravelling of Goff’s Road 

 
• The intersection of the Yarrawalla East, Yarrawalla West and Yarrawalla 

South Roads is considered dangerous and requires an inspection by 
Council to identify safety improvements that could be made. 
 

• Power Supply 
 

Reliable power supply is important to the community.  A three phase 
supply would benefit farmers significantly where consistent supply of 
power is required to operate equipment..  This would also be required for 
value adding opportunities. 
 

Page 4 of 7 
k:\executiv\community plans\yarrawalla\yarrawalla community plan.doc 



 
Environment 
 
• Waste Management 
 

The extension of the rural garbage collection system and the increase in 
frequency to weekly has been a welcome introduction to a community that 
has never received waste collection services and is a significant distance 
from a Council Tip. 

 
- Rubbish bins for the Community Centre would be welcomed. 

 

• Wetlands 
 

There was some discussion about the importance of the relationship 
between agriculture and protecting the environment.  Most farmers in the 
area are considered environmentally conscious with improved irrigation 
systems, tree planting, whole of farm planning, wetland development and 
salinity controls. 

 
These environmental initiatives were encouraged by the community. 

 
• Noxious Weeds 
 

A number of noxious weeds need to be controlled locally.  These include 
White Horse Nettle, Box Thorn and Bindii.  A local weed control strategy is 
required that involves all of the community and has planned works that will 
have maximum impact.  The Department of Primary Industries staff at 
Kerang should be contacted to arrange a local forum on weeds. 

 
 
Community Services & Recreation 
 
Recreation activities are considered an important part of the social fabric of the 
Yarrawalla Community.  Whilst it has been more than 20 years since the 
football club folded, the cricket and tennis clubs have continued to provide 
strong recreation opportunities for locals.  The tennis courts are also used by 
the Calivil North Tennis Club. 
 
The Community Centre, built in 1977 remains one of the best community 
facilities in the municipality.  The ongoing development of the community centre 
has been the topic of local debate for some time. 
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• Tennis Club 
 

The clubrooms need some structural work to ensure they will remain 
suitable for the future needs of the tennis club.  Assistance is required to 
determine appropriate works to ensure they are structurally sound. 

 
The watering system at the tennis courts needs upgrading and could be a 
project for the community, Council and Sport and Recreation funding. 
 

• Neighbourhood Watch 
 

There was discussion about establishing a local Neighbourhood Watch 
Group with those in attendance suggesting that security is likely to be an 
issue in the future.  It was suggested that when the new policeman is 
established at Pyramid Hill, the Yarrawalla Community invite him to a local 
meeting to discuss the establishment of a Group. 

 
• Playground 
 

A significant upgrade of the playground took place about 5 years ago.  
Some shade and improvements to the picnic area would greatly enhance 
the attractiveness and use of this facility. 

 
• Community Centre 
 

There are no mens toilets in the hall, or any disabled toilet facilities.  The 
inclusion of these amenities would enhance the usage of the hall. 
 
The community has debated the development of the hall as a social 
centre, providing a meeting place, particularly for young people, with the 
intention of keeping these people in the community.  To progress this 
matter the appointment of an architect is requested to consider the 
proposals put forward, and cost such works.  A decision, based on a 
design and costing, could then be made by the community. 

 

• Access to Doctors / Medical Services 
 

The availability of doctors in Boort and Pyramid Hill is considered 
reasonable. 
 
The nearest ambulance is Cohuna, Kerang or Inglewood.  Yarrawalla is a 
long way from both Ambulance and SES services and would benefit from 
any development of these services at a closer location. 

 
• Home Care / Home Handyman 
 

Services are provided by the Council on a needs basis.  The availability of 
Home and Community Care Services could be more widely promoted 
throughout the area. 
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• Child Care / Family Day Care 
 

With the nearest towns at least 25 kilometres away, some younger families 
in the community experience difficulties because of the lack of child 
care/family day care services.  No solutions were provided. 

 
• Maintenance of the Community Centre 
 

A communal ride on mower was suggested to maintain the reserve and its 
surrounds.  No Council parks and gardens services are available to 
Yarrawalla, with all maintenance provided on a voluntary basis. 

 
• School Bus Stops / Bus Shelters 
 

All local children are transported to school by bus, with some parents 
needing to travel significant distances to meet the bus.  Yarrawalla was 
considered as a suitable location for a bus stop. 

 
Other suggestions included bus shelters at significant stops and signage 
of bus stops for road users. 
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