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INTRODUCTION 
   
Boort, and its surrounding district, forms 
part of the Loddon Shire, located in North 
Central Victoria. 
Loddon Shire is 175 kilometres north 
west of Melbourne, and is characterised 
by a number of small towns throughout 
the shire. The Boort district forms part of 
the northern region of the shire. 
Boort, the aboriginal word for smoke, and 
Bald Hill where the town now stands, was 
a major signalling ground for the 
aborigines who lived in the area. Major 
Thomas Mitchell, on his 1836 expedition, 
passed through the Fernihurst area and, 
later, Burke & Wills led their expedition 
through the district passing near Durham 
Ox at a time when white settlement had 
begun. 
“Boort” Station was first owned by Mr. 
Thomas Bear who sold it to the Godfrey 
family in 1842. From then on Boort’s 
future as an agricultural centre was 
established.  Despite diversification from 
traditional grain and sheep farming into 
more intensive forms such as dairying, 
viticulture, tomatoes, oil seed, pulses, 
olive and fodder crops, the rural 
character of the district has been 
maintained, 
“The prosperity of any country town 
depends almost entirely upon the 
prosperity of the surrounding district” 
[Smoke From the Hill  - Page 10  - Author,  Fae Stevens] 
and Boort is no exception.  Within the 
scope of this plan there are thirteen of 
these small communities, and each has a 
proud record of achievement – Barraport, 
Canary Island, Catumnal, Durham Ox, 
Fernihurst, Gredgwin, Leaghur, Lake 
Marmal. Minmindie, Mysia, Terrapee, 
Wychitella and Yando – but Boort has 
remained the heart of the locality. 
Built on the banks of the lake, Boort grew 
and developed, being incorporated into 
the Gordon Shire in 1855. During the 
shire amalgamations and redistributions 
of boundaries in 1995 the Shire of 
Gordon ceased to exist and became part 

of the present day Shire of Loddon.  
Today Boort is a thriving rural community 
but it must plan for the future. 
Following a public meeting on 6th 
February 2003, facilitated by the Shire of 
Loddon, the Boort Community Planning 
Team was formed for the purpose of 
developing a community plan with a 
vision for the future development of Boort 
and district. A bus trip to closely study the 
local area together with public 
consultation and “brainstorming” ideas 
from a public meeting have been 
considered and collated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The map based on one from the book 
Smoke From the Hill gives a schematic 
diagram of the district 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          BOORT & DISTRICT               N 
(Distances in Kilometres) 

 
 

Gredgwin 21                      Canary Island 19 
                            Leaghur 19 

                                   
 
  Barraport 15                          
                                                          Yando 15 
Catumnal  15                      Minmindie 7 
 

                                       
Marmal 21                BOORT      Durham Ox 21 
 
 
Terrapee 19 
                                        Mysia 18 
 
 
Buckrabanyule                          Fernihurst 24 
 
 
   Wychitella   22 
                                        Borung  24 
 
 



 

  

 
The collation of ideas can best be 
expressed in the following. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In line with the guidelines from the shire 
the report is organised under the 
following headings:-  

Good Management 
Environment 
Economic Development 
Infrastructure – Roads 

- Town Services 
The Lake 
Tourism 
Community & Recreation 
Education 
Sporting Facilities 

 
The overall objective is to develop a 
successful, co-operative and constructive 
relationship between the shire and the 
community by anticipating a plan 
designed to achieve our vision for the 
future. 
 
 
 

Public Meeting 

Formation of Planning Team 
Representative of all sections 
of the community 

Collation of ideas & plan for 
future action 

Bus tour of district

Sorting items with specific headings    
[3 meetings] 

Listing of items, status and 
possible future action 

Disseminate to local organizations & 
community groups for discussion & 
comment 

Consideration of community input with 
revision of items of concern 

Progress report to Shire Councillors

Draft document completed & circulated for 
comment 

Presentation of Final Report to Shire of 
Loddon 

Report made available to Boort Community 



 

  

SUMMARY 
Moulded by its past, Boort is an energetic 
community driven by its desire to improve 
and grow into the future. The skills and 
strengths of each member of the 
community binds it together so that the 
community may prosper. 
Although there are many exciting 
possibilities for future development this 
can only occur if there is a sustainable 
infrastructure within the town to support 
these activities. 
A number of important issues was 
identified through the public consultation 
process, and these include:- 
1. Health Services 

1.1 Attracting, and keeping 
           doctors & dentists 
1.2 Upgrade of hospital & 
           aged care facility. 
1.3 Greater access to patient 
            transport to Bendigo 

2. Improvement to roads & identification 
    of dangerous traffic hazards. 

2.1 Boort Wycheproof road – 
narrow seal & use by B 
doubles 

2.2 Boort Charlton Rd at 
corner near Johnsons & 
Cooper’s Cnr. 

2.3 Mysia intersection 
2.4 Malone St. railway 

crossing unlit at night and 
trains often block crossing 
at night. 

2.5 Godfrey St School 
crossing dangerous 

2.6 Durham Ox turnoff from 
Loddon Valley Hwy. 

3. Economic Development  
3.1 High priority for land to be 

made available for 
housing and business 
development 

3.2 Creation of increased 
employment opportunities 

3.3 Pursuit of a natural gas 
link for the town. 

3.4 Support for the new motel 
& backpack facility. 

 

 
4. Town Services   

4.1 Provision of “off-street” 
parking for Godfrey Street. 

4.2 Construction of additional 
footpaths & upgrade of 
existing paths & gutters 

4.3 Improved street lighting 
4.4 Remodelling of public 

toilets in the town 
4.5 Regular cleaning of public 

toilets 
4.6 Improved water supply 
4.7 Footbridge across GMW 

channel at No.3 Bridge. 
 

5. The Environment 
5.1 Enhancement of salt lake 

area and all entrances to 
the town. 

5.2 To make control of bindii a 
high priority 

5.3 Beautification at Durham 
Ox  turnoff 

5.4 Securing a water right for 
Little Lake Boort 

 
6. Community Recreation & Tourism 

6.1 Better facilities for 
travellers, tourist & local 
residents. 

6.2 Improvement & extension 
of Caravan Park 

6.3 Promotion of local industry 
& events. 

 
Working in partnership with the Loddon 
Shire, Boort will strive to encourage the 
development of projects and events 
leading to a strong and economically 
viable local community. 



 

  



 

  

GOOD MANAGEMENT 

• Medical Services Review – e.g. 
Number of doctors we need / 
hospital & care facilities 

• Dental service 
• Ambulance for Boort 
• Adequate Childcare 
• Upgrade of Police facility & 

presence 
• Construction of therapeutic pool 

 

 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
Any Economic Development should 
make use of the Agribusiness & 
Economic Development Officer employed 
by the Shire. 

• Increased employment 
opportunities 

• Encourage business growth & 
assist new business development. 

• Increase population by attracting 
new residents and retaining those   
already here. Support for new 
Motel / Backpacker facility 

 

 
• Natural gas link to be pursued 
• Develop links with passing 

industries e.g. cool room 
• Web page to promote town – 

economic, tourist accommodation 
links 

• Specific projects could include –
Attract the development of a 
shop facility at Durham Ox; 
investigate the future of the 
Freight Terminal.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

INFRASTRUCTURE 
–Definition - The basic structure of an 
organization – the stock of fixed capital 
equipment in a town - including 
industries, roads, schools, and services – 
considered as a determinant of economic 
growth 

 
Roads 
• Widen Boort/Wycheproof road 
• Improve Mysia intersection at the 

store in the township 
• Widen road to silo/Hycube and 

improve intersection at Barclay 
Street and railway crossing 

•  Cemetery Trust requesting safer 
entry to cemetery 

• Railway crossings 
• Improved access to 

Boort/Charlton road at 
Johnson’s/Cooper corner 

• Upgrade Whittaker’s Lane 
• Turning lane on Loddon Valley 

Highway at Durham Ox 
• Seal all town streets 
• Seal road to aerodrome 
•  Ring Road By Pass 

 

Town Services 
• Godfrey Street 
• Provision of off street parking  
• Improved school crossing in 

Godfrey Street -  Supervision and 
lights          

• Improved street lighting 
• Increased housing – Town 

Planning Review to rezone for 
residential development 

• Remodelling of  toilets in Nolens 
Park  

• Construction of additional 
footpaths and upgrade of existing 
paths and gutters 

• Improved water supply 
• Improved and reliable electricity 

supply 
• Public Transport        

                -- Better access within the town 
               -- Out of town e.g. to rail link at 

  Pyramid Hill 
• Telecommunications  

                  – CDMA/Digital 
           -- Broadband Internet access 
•  Open gutter/drain –Roadhouse to  

GMW channel 
• Widen road to form footpath for 

pedestrians at No 3 bridge on 
GMW channel 

• Seal airstrip 
• Improved access to public 

buildings and shops for the 
disabled 

 
 

 



 

  

ENVIRONMENT 
 

• Enhance the Salt lake and all 
entrances to town 

• Landscaping within the town 
• Revegetate and maintain Crown 

Land e.g. old Speedway, Waits 
Hill and other locations around the 
Shire. 

 
• Control of Bindii throughout the 

town 
• Retain and repair the hitching rails 

in Godfrey St. 
• Better recycling facilities 
• Beautify Durham Ox 
 
 

 

 
 

TOURISM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Establish a Tourist & Promotion 

group and utilise Shire Tourism 
Officer 

• Events Committee to organize 
functions in town to attract 
visitors etc 

• Better facilities for 
travellers/tourists e.g. Travellers 
Rest 

• Promote local industry – bus 
tours of local industries 

• Improvement and extension of 
Caravan Park 

 
 
 

 

 



 

  

THE LAKE 
 
• Secure the water rights for Little 

Lake Boort 
• Tidy up lake foreshore 
• Tidy up lake surrounds 
• Redevelop Myrnong Beach 
• Develop walking tracks around 

both lakes 
• Chance to clean up swimming 

area on lake while it is so low 
• Access to information on the 

management of Big Lake 
• Implement the Burke’s Backyard 

Project 
• Better utilization of Ski Club site 
 

 



 

  

COMMUNITY AND RECREATION 
 

• Improved access and greater use 
to be made of the Community 
Centre. Sporting Competitions 
could be initiated to engage local 
youth  

• Organization of events to foster 
positiveness and diversity within 
the towns. Special effort to be 
made to hold these events during 
prime holiday times. Examples 
Jazz in the park ,Art in the Town 

• Swimming Pool Facility. Continue 
to update and maintain this high 
quality community resource and 
ensure its opening hours reflect 
community needs 

• Improve communications within 
the Boort area i.e. Use of existing 
Newsletters, Noticeboards. Use of 
media to promote activities in the 
town and inform residents 

• Promotion and recognition of 
surrounding small towns and 
districts that now make up the 
Boort community. 

 
SPORTING FACILITIES 
 

• Upgrade Boort Park 
• Football 
• Netball 
• Hockey 
• Tennis 
• Bowls 
• Croquet 
• Ski Club 
• Sailing Club 
• Golf 
• Badminton 
• Basketball 
• Cricket 
• Fishing/angling 
• Clay Target 
• Swimming 
• Harness Racing 
• Squash 
• Gymnasium 

 
EDUCATION 

 
• Promotion and provision of 

excellence in education from 
preschool to post secondary. 

• Increased community usage and 
participation in the schools 

• Greater access to a range of 
education services for all age 
groups 

• Investigation of a P- 12 
• Support for Preschool and 

Playgroup and ensure their long 
term viability 

• Attracting and encouragement of 
teachers to work and live in Boort  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

GOOD MANAGEMENT 
  

• Medical Services Review - e.g. number of Doctors we need /hospital and care 
facilities 

• Dental Service 
• Ambulance for Boort 
• Adequate Childcare 
• Upgrade of Police facility and presence 
• Construction of a therapeutic pool 

 
 

ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 

Medical Services 
Review - e.g. number 
of Doctors we need 
/hospital and care 
facilities. 
Provision of Dental 
Services 

Hospital reviewing 
needs 

Very Important that Shire lobbies for 
support. 
Ref -Hospital Committee 

• Attracting and retaining 
doctors and dentists 

• Improve and modernize 
hospital and care facilities. 

• Improved transport for 
patients e.g. to Bendigo for 
appointments 

• Expanded Primary Care 
services 

• Increased Nursing Home 
beds 

Ambulance for Boort 
 
 

Under investigation. 
Location is based on 
need 

Is achievable – community needs to 
be aware of how this can happen. 
Refer to Hospital Committee 

Adequate Childcare 
 
 

May lose house – lack 
of suitable 
venue/personnel for 
childcare 

. Not economically feasible for Shire 
to run. Need families to run centres 
from their homes, but  may need 
assistance to upgrade homes for 
accreditation 

Upgrade of Police 
facility and presence 
 

One man station 

Community lobby to MPs. 
Partnership relationship exists with 
Northcote Police Station with staff 
visiting at busy times to assist. 

Construction of a 
Therapeutic pool 
 

Under investigation. 
Probably got access to 
50% of funding 

Liaise with Alan Stobaus, Craig 
Niemann to further investigate. Refer 
to Hospital Committee. 

 



 

 
 
 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT  
 
Any Economic Development should make use of the Agribusiness & Economic 
Development Officer employed by the Shire    
           

• Support for new Motel/Backpacker facility  
• Natural gas link to be pursued  
• Increased employment opportunities  
• Develop links with passing industries e.g. cool room 
• Increase population by attracting new residents and retaining those already here 
• Web page to promote town – economic, tourist & accommodation links 
• Specific projects could include - Attract the development of a shop/facility at 

Durham Ox, investigate the future of the Freight terminal, promotion of 
Café/Eateries in Boort. 

 
 
ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 

Support for new 
Motel/Backpacker facility 

No motel is a detriment 
to the town 

Offer all necessary 
support to the investor. 
Maybe Commercial Hotel 
could build motel units 

Natural gas link to be pursued Ongoing pursuit by 
Shire 

Continued pressure from 
all interested parties 

Create increased employment 
opportunities. 
Develop links with passing 
industries e.g. cool storage. 

 
Boort Development 
Committee working  to 
attract new businesses 

Increase population by 
attracting new residents and 
retaining those already here 

 
Great need for land for 
housing and business 
development 

Web page to promote town 
with economic, tourist and 
accommodation links 

Rudimentary web page 
exists 

Link to Shire web page 
and extend 

Attract the development of        
a shop/facility at Durham Ox 

Substantial feasibility 
study has been done 

Urgently needed but 
probably prohibited by 
space, costs etc 

Future of the Freight terminal 
– gantry out of date 
Wimmera Container Lines are 
operators 
 

Upgraded enormously 
over the last 18 
months. Very secure 
business. 
 
Vic Grain Silo has been 
condemned. 

.No plans to expand 
development of the 
Freight Terminal at 
present 
Hy Cube own gantry –
Shire to liaise with both 
companies about its 
future. 
Silo may be removed but 
is a VicGrain 
responsibility. 

 



 

 
 
 

INFRASTRUCTURE – Definition - The basic structure of an organization – the stock of 
fixed capital equipment in a town - including industries, roads, schools, and services – 
considered as a determinant of economic growth 
 

Roads 
• Widen Boort/Wycheproof road 
• Improve Mysia intersection at the store in the township 
• Widen road to silo/Hycube and improve intersection at Barclay Street and railway 

crossing 
•  Cemetery Trust requesting safer entry to cemetery 
• Railway crossings 
• Improved access to Boort/Charlton road at Johnson’s/Cooper corner 
• Upgrade Whittaker’s Lane 
• Turning lane on Loddon Valley Highway at Durham Ox 
• Seal all town streets 
• Seal road to aerodrome 
• Ring Road By Pass 
•  
 

ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 

High Priority 
Widen 
Boort/Wycheproof road 

Needs to be done. 
VicRoads issue .Traffic 
counters now in place to 
gather information 

VIP. Very dangerous road with 
increased truck usage. Letter to 
Shire to 
maintain pressure on VicRoads to 
do something. 

Widen road to 
silo/Hycube and 
improve intersection at 
Barclay Street and 
railway crossing 

 
Plan to widen and seal to airstrip. 
In the meantime it can be 
redefined to show right of way etc 

Railway Crossings 

Malone Street Crossing 
dangerous unlit at night.  
Frequent delays in 
Godfrey St from shunting 
trains. 

Shire to take up matter with 
Container operators. 
Godfrey Street  crossing rough 
and needs attention 

Improve Mysia 
intersection at the store 
in the township 

DANGEROUS 
Letter to Shire – suggesting 
improved signage and reflective 
hazard barrier for corner 

Installation of parabolic 
mirror on Boort/Charlton 
road at 
Johnson’s/Cooper 
corner. 

DANGEROUS BEND

VicRoads responsibility.  
Construct a parabolic mirror at 
intersection and  signage  
indicating  the entrance to Tony 
Cooper’s property is from   
Barclay  St. 

Upgrade road leading to 
Cemetery 

Cemetery Trust 
requesting safer entry to 
cemetery 

 
Shire currently costing the 
construction of a safer entry. 
 



 

 
 
 

ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Turning lane on Loddon 
Valley Highway at 
Durham Ox 

 Request the Shire contact Vic 
Roads 

Seal all town streets   
Seal road to aerodrome 
  Letter to Shire requesting seal a 

soon as possible 

Ring Road By Pass 
 
 

Road through lake not 
viable. Current proposal 
most feasible 

Shire unable to fund it. Need to 
examine all funding avenues. 
Letter to Shire requesting a 
feasibility study and an 
exploration of all possible funding. 
Road could be built in two stages. 
However it is unlikely to occur as 
the total cost of such a study is 
prohibitive 

 
 
 
 
Town Services 
 

• Godfrey Street 
• Provision of off street parking  
• Improved school crossing in Godfrey Street -  Supervision and lights          
• Improved street lighting 
• Increased housing – Town Planning Review to rezone for residential 

development 
• Remodelling of  toilets in Nolens Park  
• Construction of additional footpaths and upgrade of existing paths and gutters 
• Improved water supply 
• Improved and reliable electricity supply 
• Public Transport       -- Better access within the town 
                                       -- Out of town e.g. to rail link at Pyramid Hill 
• Telecommunications – CDMA/Digital 
                                              -- Broadband Internet access 
•  Open gutter/drain –Roadhouse to GMW channel 
• Widen road to form footpath for pedestrians at No 3 bridge on GMW channel 
• Seal airstrip 
• Improved access to public buildings and shops for the disabled        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Godfrey Street 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Godfrey St.  [Continued] 
 
 

 

Needs a combined effort for 
a fresh, clean look. Use of 
green shady areas to 
encourage people into the 
street. Extra tree planting, 
protection of Cape Chestnut 
tree by adding to Register of 
Significant Trees. 
Strictly police non parking 
zones which need  clearly 
marking in vivid colours to 
discourage parking 

Provision of off street 
parking 
 

 

Explore all possibilities, 
perhaps purchase land next 
to C/wealth Bank. 
Negotiate a bus park behind 
Henderson’s new shop and 
Commercial Hotel. 

Supervised school 
crossing in Godfrey Street 
 

Submission to Shire 

Combined Pedestrian 
/school crossing with lights. 
Primary School Council be 
asked to write in support. 

Improved street lighting  Particularly in well used 
areas. 

Increased housing – 
Town Planning Review - 
rezoning for residential 
development 

Town is an urban zone 
with areas of industrial 
and residential 
development. Important 
to have land for 
increased housing and 
industrial development. 

Request the Shire set up a 
town planning review to 
establish housing and 
industrial needs for the 
future Seeking approval 
from aboriginal groups for a 
residential development in 
the Chinaman’s garden 
area. 

Remodelling of toilets in 
Nolens Park 
 

Listed for redevelopment 
in 8 years time on Shire 
priority list 

Agitate to raise the priority 
and decrease the waiting 
time 

Construction of additional 
footpaths and upgrade of 
existing paths and gutters 

 

All gutters and footpaths 
need regular cleaning. 
Repairs to occur after the 
completion of the sewerage 
project. 
Guttering outside Vet’s 
Surgery very dangerous for 
cars parking. 



 

 
 
 

ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 

Improved water supply 
 
 

Poor water quality and 
pressure. 

Consideration to be given to 
a properly made footpath 
from Godfrey St. to the 
Hostel, Hospital and Medical 
Clinic for pedestrians and 
people with Walkers. 
 
$2 million upgrade to 
filtration system. Request 
the Shire to hold a public 
meeting on water supply to 
town. 
 

Improved and reliable 
electricity supply 

Ongoing discussions 
with Shire and Powercor 

Request status report from 
Shire 

Public Transport       -- 
Better access within the 
town 
Out of town e.g. to rail link 
at Pyramid Hill 

Taxi service and hire car 
now in Boort 

Discuss with local bus lines 
the economies of such a 
service 

Telecommunications – 
CDMA/Digital                       
-- Broadband Internet 
access 

 Keep agitating 

Widen road to form 
footpath for walkers and 
bikes at No 3 bridge on 
GMW channel 

HIGH PRIORITY 

Needs footbridge request 
Shire to seek permission 
from GMW and then to build 
footbridge. Very likely to get 
a clip on bridge 

Seal airstrip 
 
 

Aerodrome committee 
has a 10-year action 
plan to improve the 
surface of the airstrip. 
Helipad now established 

Will work at achieving goals 
of 10 year plan 

Improved access to public 
buildings and shops for 
the disabled 
 

Major study by Shire in 
every town nearly 
completed 

Obtain a copy for Boort as a 
basis for planning 



 

 
 
 

ENVIRONMENT 
  

• Landscaping within the town  
• Enhance the Salt lake and all entrances to town 
• Revegetate and maintain Crown Land e.g. old Speedway, Waits Hill and other 

locations around the Shire. 
• Control of Bindii throughout the town 
• Retain and repair the hitching rails in Godfrey St. 
• Better recycling facilities 
• Beautify Durham Ox 

 
 

ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Landscaping within the 
Town. Tree planting in 
Godfrey St. 
Beautification of main 
street. 
 

Footpath along Godfrey 
street to be repaved & 
asphalted. Retain and repair 
the hitching rails in Godfrey 
St. 

Godfrey St. footpath to be 
done this financial year. 
Information gathered from bus 
tour to assist in future 
planning. 

Enhance the Salt lake 
and all entrances to 
town 
 

In need of desperate 
attention on all approaches 
to town. 
Salt Lake Committee of 
Management have made 
recommendations 

Find out about 
recommendations. Perhaps 
former operators could be 
asked to assist in improving 
salt lake area. 

Re-vegetate and 
maintain Crown Land 
e.g. old Speedway, 
Waits Hill and other 
locations around the 
Shire 

Before any action need 
approval from Dept of Sust 
and Dept of Agric 

Development of a plan of 
action. Implementation of BBB 
project 
Planting of trees and shrubs, 
establish walking path. 

Control of Bindii 
throughout the town 
VERY HIGH PRIORITY 

Shire responsibility. Free 
chemical to residents 

Need to make residents more 
aware of availability and 
correct use of chemical spray. 
Proactive campaign against 
bindii 

Better recycling 
facilities. People without 
cars need assistance to 
collect recycling 
 
 

Not likely to change 

No Further changes likely. 
Trying to get better control 
over recycling. Planting of 
more trees as shield to tip. 
Perhaps more use of 
Recycling Education Trailer 
throughout area. 

Beautify Durham Ox 
 
 

Old shop site unsightly 

Rebuilding of shop important. 
Shire asked to request the 
owner of former shop to clean 
up the block. 

 



 

 
 
 

TOURISM 
 
• Establish a Tourist and Promotion group and utilize Shire Tourism Officer 
• Events Committee to organize functions in town to attract visitors etc 
• Better facilities for travellers/tourists e.g. Travellers Rest 
• Promote local industry – bus tours of local industries 
• Improvement and extension of Caravan Park 

 
 

 
ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Establish a Tourist and 
Promotion group 
Events Committee to 
organize functions in 
town to attract visitors 
etc 

Currently work 
through Shire Tourism 
Committee. Kylie 
{Caravan Park] and 
George Tallis are 
Boort Reps 

Loddon Tourism Board to be 
revamped and upgraded. Need to 
work through our local reps & Shire 
Tourism Officer 

Better facilities for 
travellers/tourists e.g. 
Travellers Rest 
 

 

Boort Development Committee to 
prepare a submission to raise its 
position on Shire priority list. Also 
important to have all town toilets given 
regular and thorough cleaning. 
Unclean toilets create a bad 
impression to visitors in town. 

Promote local industry 
– bus tours of local 
industries 
 

 

Discussions with local bus operators  
Whitmore’s Buses already conduct 
tours of local industry Also consult 
with Robyn Vella and Shannon Brown 
from Shire 

Improvement and 
extension of Caravan 
Park 

 Extension possible once permission is 
gained from other involved parties. 

External Promotion of 
town 

Shire has produced a 
Boort Brochure 
currently in circulation 

Regional Tourism Victoria – Tunnel in 
Federation Square for promotion of 
country areas. Need specially 
designed brochure for shelf there. 
Perhaps a marketing design 
competition for brochure. 
Need better and more interesting road 
signage to Boort on highways to 
attract tourists 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

THE LAKE 
 
• Secure the water rights for Little Lake Boort 
• Tidy up Lake foreshore 
• Tidy up lake surrounds 
• Redevelop Myrnong Beach 
• Develop walking tracks around both lakes 
• Chance to clean up swimming area on lake while it is so low 
• Access to information on the management of Big Lake 
• Implement the Burke’s Backyard Project 
• Better utilization of Ski Club site 
 
 
ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Secure the water 
rights for Little Lake 
Boort 

Submission has been 
made 

To take its course but ongoing 
pressure required. 

Tidy up Lake 
foreshore 
Tidy up lake 
surrounds 
 
 

Coliban Water dumping 
soil to raise the walking 
track around the lake Paul 
Haw has grant to plant 
reeds to establish banks. 
But this should not affect 
recreational use of the 
lake from such groups as 
the angling club. 

Will need to stabilize before any 
further action 
Decisions about the lake future 
will involve the Lake Committee 
Will need to discuss any future 
development around the Yacht 
Club building with the Yacht 
Club. 

Redevelop Myrnong 
Beach 

Shallow and safe, but 
prone to vandalism 

Need ideas on future 
development 

Develop walking 
tracks around both 
lakes 
 

 

Soil dumping from sewerage 
works assisting with track 
development 
 

Chance to clean up 
swimming area on 
lake while it is so low 

No work proposed on bed 
of lake. 

Proposal to deepen area by 
Yacht Club and provide sand 
for a beach to relieve 
congestion around Ski Club so 
boats can access lake edge. 
But lake unlikely to dry out 
enough for a clean out. Area 
around the Ski Club littered with 
old tyres and wood, ground 
uneven and dangerous. 
 
 
 

Access to 
information on the 
management of Big 
Lake 

 

Need to liaise with Parks 
Victoria regarding their plans. 
Need further development of 
tourism opportunities 
 



 

 
 
 

ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Implement the 
Burke’s Backyard 
Project 
Joint community 
project set up 
through the Loddon 
Murray Community 
Leadership Program 
to beautify the Lake 
Boort surrounds. 
 

 

Can be implemented once lake 
foreshore established after soil 
dumping. This project could be 
the spearhead for improvement 
around the town. 

Better utilization of 
Ski Club site 
 

 

Ski Club has developed a five 
year strategic plan. They are 
willing to assist in cleaning up 
the lake with labour and money 
 

Aboriginal Centre 

Very significant sites on 
Big Lake and need 
preservation 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

COMMUNITY AND RECREATION 
 

• Improved access and greater use to be made of the Community Centre. Sporting 
Competitions could be initiated to engage local youth  

• Organization of events to foster positiveness and diversity within the towns. 
Special effort to be made to hold these events during prime holiday times. 
Examples Jazz in the park, Art in the Town. 

• Swimming Pool Facility. Continue to update and maintain this high quality 
community resource and ensure its opening hours reflect community needs 

• Improve communications within the Boort area i.e. Use of existing Newsletters, 
Noticeboards. Use of media to promote activities in the town and inform residents 

• Promotion and recognition of surrounding small towns and districts that now 
make up the Boort community. 

 
 
 

ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Improved access and greater use to be 
made of the Community Centre. 
Sporting Competitions could be 
initiated to engage local youth. As 
some clubs and residents contributed 
to the building costs, there should be a 
lower cost per hour for local groups. 

 Clarify position with the Secondary 
College what is required 

Organization of events to foster 
positiveness and diversity within the 
towns. Special effort to be made to 
hold these events during prime holiday 
times. Examples Jazz in the park, Art in 
the Town 

 

Events committee to organize a 
major event a month and promote it 
far and wide. Especially needed on 
holiday weekends. Concerts and 
activities for tourists in the 
summertime and Easter. 
Investigate Vic Arts Council funding 
to support free concerts 

Swimming Pool Facility. Continue to 
update and maintain this high quality 
community resource and ensure its 
opening hours reflect community needs

 Need a submission from Swimming 
Club to the Shire 

Improve communications within the 
Boort area i.e. Use of existing 
Newsletters, notice boards. Use of 
media to promote activities in the town 
and inform residents 

 

Introduce a community newsletter 
or free press to enhance 
community awareness. Liaise with 
Shire on any possible funding 
sources. 



 

 
 
 

EDUCATION 
 
• Promotion and provision of excellence in education from preschool to post 

secondary. 
• Increased community usage and participation in the schools 
• Greater access to a range of education services for all age groups 
• Investigation of a P- 12 
• Support for Preschool and Playgroup and ensure their long term viability 
• Attracting and encouragement of teachers to work and live in Boort  

 
 

 
ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Increased community 
usage and participation in 
the schools 

  

Greater access to a range 
of education services for 
all age groups 
 

  

Investigation of a P- 12 
 
 

  

Support for Preschool and 
Playgroup and ensure their 
long term viability 

  

Attracting and 
encouragement of 
teachers to work and live 
in Boort 
 

  

 



 

 
 
 

SPORTING FACILITIES 
 

• Upgrade Boort Park 
• Football 
• Netball 
• Hockey 
• Tennis 
• Bowls 
• Croquet 
• Ski Club 
• Sailing Club 
• Golf 
• Badminton 
• Basketball 
• Cricket 
• Fishing/angling 
• Clay Target 
• Swimming 
• Harness Racing 
• Squash 
• Gymnasium 

 
 
 

 
ITEM STATUS FUTURE ACTION 
Upgrade 
Boort Park 
 
 

Constant work occurring 
e.g. toilet upgrade 

Need financial assistance from Shire 
to continue upgrade of facilities. 

Croquet Club No Clubrooms Urgent need for Clubroom with toilets 
and other facilities. 

 



 

 
 
 

PROJECTS WHICH COULD BE UNDERTAKEN BY THE COMMUNITY  
 

• Implementation of the Burke’s Back Yard Project, a program to beautify 
the Lake Boort surrounds. 

• Formation of an Events Committee to organise, and promote major 
events in the town 

• Introduction of a Community Newsletter 

• Assist in the control of bindii 

• Clean up and beautify around the salt lake 

• Planting of trees and shrubs along Godfrey Street near the Tennis courts 

• Promotion of local industry & tourist attractions  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 

BOORT COMMUNITY   ORGANISATIONS & GROUPS 
 
Boort Park Management Committee  

Boort Angling Club 

Boort Badminton Club 

Boort Bowling Club 

Boort Cricket Club 

Boort Football, Netball & Hockey 
Club 

Boort Junior Basketball Club 

Boort Golf Club 

Boort Harness Club 

Boort Croquet Club 

Boort Tennis Club 

Boort Ski Club 

Boort Swimming Club 

Boort Sailing Club 

Boort Clay Target Club 

Boort Aerodrome Management Ctee. 

Boort Development Committee 

Boort Caravan Park 

Boort Cemetery Trust 

Boort Garden Club 

Local – Scouts, Cubs, Guides, 
Brownies 

Boort Historical Society  

Boort Senior Citizens 

Boort VFF 

Lake Management Committee 

 Boort A & P Society  

Boort Memorial Hall Committee  

Boort Masonic Lodge 

Boort Hospital Board 

Boort Hospital Auxiliary 

Community Health Centre 

Boort Nursing Mothers 

Boort Fire Brigade 

Boort Fire Brigade Ladies Auxiliary  

Boort Amity Club 

Boort CWA 

Boort Rotary Club  

Boort Returned Services League 

Boort RSL Ladies Auxiliary 

Durham Ox Development Authority 

Boort Anglican Church 

Boort Assemblies of God 

Boort Baptist Church 

Boort Catholic Church 

Boort Church of Christ 

Boort Presbyterian Church 

Boort Uniting Church 

Boort Red Cross 

BRIC –Rural Transaction Centre 

Boort Play Group 

Boort Pre-School 

Boort Primary School 

Boort Secondary College
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