
Arnold & Llanelly Community Plan 
 

Over the past 5 years Arnold & Llanelly Community 
Development Committee has been addressing some 

community concerns and issues with the aim of improving 
our district and community. Through the assistance of the 
Loddon Shire’s funding, we have been able to achieve a 

number of projects. 
 
Improvements made on the Arnold Hall.  

1. Replacing of wooden windows for aluminium 
2. Sand and polish Hall and stage floor.  
3. Installation of split system air conditioner in supper 

room 
4. Installation of ceiling fans in hall. 
5. Re wiring of switchboard to comply with OH&S 

standards. 
6. Supply an outside table and chair setting. 
7. Supply and install a new stove. 
8. Paint Outside of the building. 
9. Fence around dam 

10. Connect Dam water to toilet block 
11. Provide and install 6 blinds to north side windows. 
12. Install and erect Tourist map. 
13. Council to provide rubbish bin 
14. Removal of noxious weeds i.e. Prickly pear in 

Llanelly. 
15. A T-intersection sign on the approach into Arnold 

from Inglewood. 
16. Solar sensor light on the corner of toilet block. 

 
All these projects have been accomplished and 
hopefully increase our sense of pride in our community. 
 
 
 
 



Issues that have been raised that have still to be 
addressed ……. 

 

1. Bus sign or Children crossing sign on the 
Bridgewater Dunolly road on the approach from 
Bridgewater into the town ship of Arnold. 

2. Poor vision at intersection of Llanelly when turning off 
the Wimmera Highway past the hall. 

3. Signage needed where Bridgewater Dunolly road 
joins Wimmera Highway. 

4. Microwave in kitchen. 
5. B.B.Q. area 
6. Ground cover and shrubs around hall. 
7. Hard rubbish pickup once a year. 

 
This year 2009/2010; 
 
We have been allocated funding to vacuum out the hall 
ceiling, lay down sisalation and install insulation bats. 
This will help keep down the dust as well as make the 
facilities a more viable proposition to prospective hirers. 

 
 
 

If you have any suggestions that you would like to make 
please feel free to contact me. 

 
Mary-Ann Scull on 54387304 
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ARNOLD COMMUNITY PLAN 2006 
 
Location and relevance within Loddon Shire 
 
Arnold is located on the Arnold-Bridgewater Road which joins the Wimmera Highway/ 
Newbridge-Dunolly Road at Llanelly. It is approximately 11km from Bridgewater and 15 
km from Inglewood to the north and 9km from Tarnagulla to the south. Its closest local 
neighbouring centre is Newbridge approximately 7km to the east. In recent years the 
district population has increased marginally with new people and families moving onto 
small blocks particularly west of Arnold in the area between Arnold and Kingower. The 
population of the district with an interest or relationship to the key assets and networks of 
the community is in the range of 150-200 people. 
 
History 
 
In 1859 the Arnold Bridge was built by David Arnold. He charged a toll for crossing and 
sold refreshments to the miners who were transporting gold quartz from Inglewood to the 
Tarnagulla government crushers. 
 
The district eventually grew into a community of hard working farming families who built 
and used two schools (1876-1972) and the multi-purpose hall (1887). 
 
The railway station was built in 1888 and apart from the rail service also provided general 
store and early telephone services. Modern telephone services began in 1922 and electricity 
became available in 1960. 
 
Some of Arnold’s early community services and industries consisted of:- 
 

 Timber Mill 1873 
 Blacksmiths Shop 1890 
 Orchard and vineyard 1890 
 Eucalyptus oil distillery 1890 
 Cheese Factory 1890 
 The Junction Hotel 1904-1967 
 The General Store 1908- 1994 

 
The Community Hall (formerly the Mechanics Institute) was used as a library, a church 
(both Anglican and Methodist services), for social and cultural events including drama and 
music productions and as a dance hall. 
 
The district also at various times has boasted well supported golf, tennis, football and 
cricket clubs. 
 
Due to the gradual decrease in mining and farming, employment opportunities were lost 
and the population dwindled, however the area is again seeing an increase as new people 



again see lifestyle benefits for themselves and their children. Smaller land holdings are 
available and improved road conditions have made accessing employment opportunities 
easier, although increasing transport costs may be a future limitation to growth in 
population. 
 
Our Vision and Goals 
 
Through positive participation and organisation we will regenerate our community 
centre to offer improved standard of facilities. We will attract outside resources to the 
district such as the Mobile Library and greater numbers of group social bookings. We 
will again have a safe, attractive community asset in which to hold all manner of social 
functions and fundraisers to further develop and support our own youth, sport and 
cultural groups. 
 
Our Process 
 
The process undertaken to develop our community plan has already caused our community 
members to identify needs and to assess and offer personal skills and equipment to our 
future endeavours. The meetings have been positive and informative for all with most 
people excited about future possibilities. With a closer, more formalised relationship with 
Council we hope to achieve our proposed goals. As a community we have been lacking 
some knowledge and skills and an ability to progress forward in the unity of a common 
direction. This plan and the process leading to its development provides this community 
with the chance to encourage improved community strengthening and capacity building. 
 
Community Plan priorities 
 

1. Hall Toilet Block – this facility is often patronised by passing traffic and is 
relied upon when events and activities are held at the hall. The toilet black 
requires an improved water supply, sensor lights and a power supply for the 
pump. Some aesthetic improvements may also be possible for the block. The 
hall is on Crown Land managed by a Committee of Management. Some minor 
improvements have been carried out on the toilet block through minor DSE 
grant assistance and funding of the hall committee. The community would 
ideally like to see cleaning and minor maintenance of the toilets included on the 
Council’s roster on a more semi-regular basis. 

 
2. Bus turning sign and/or crossing for children who catch buses in township area. 

 
3. Address visibility issues for drivers and safety of the railway crossing on the 

Arnold-Newbridge Road at the Bridgewater Dunolly Road intersection. 
 

4. Hall renovations – Generally the hall is in reasonable condition, however the 
community would like to address replacing the windows with made to order 



items, utilizing a builder for installation. The hall floor is in need of a sand and 
reseal/polish by a professional tradesman. 

 
5. Dam on DSE land adjacent to the hall – perceived safety issue of young children 

being attracted to the dam and the fence surrounding it being inadequate. 
Community suggests dialogue be undertaken with DSE to establish a process to 
erect a new safer fence, and to develop a strategy to obtain funding for this 
purpose. 

 
6. Hall surrounds – parking area and outside barbecue area with a limited number 

of picnic tables and benches. This is a longer-term project when other priorities 
are completed. Community willing to invest in this project in a variety of ways.  

 
7. Location of an area for the Mobile Library Service to operate from. 

 
8. Former church on west side of main road – longer-term efforts to preserve 

through fixing the roofing & gutters, sealing and painting the exterior. 
 
 
 
Input to this plan was fostered through the research and endeavour of Mary-Ann & Michael Scull, Ian Dawson, Marg 
Wright, Bev Taig, Lisa McMahon, Ivan Younghusband, Jonathon Avery and Daphne Chamberlain who all consulted 
widely within the community. 


